Retrograde transport of fluoro-gold in corticospinal and rubrospinal neurons 10 and 20 weeks after T-9 spinal cord transection.
Retrograde labeling with horseradish peroxidase is greatly diminished in corticospinal and rubrospinal neurons axotomized by complete T-9 spinal cord transection. We found, 10 or 20 weeks after a complete T-9 cord transection, that the number of corticospinal and rubrospinal neurons retrogradely labeled after Fluoro-Gold insertion into a new transection at T-1 did not differ from that of controls. While transection alters uptake, transport, and/or intracellular metabolism of some transportable substances, it does not affect the ability of the neurons to be retrogradely labeled with Fluoro-Gold.